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A. Welcome Letter From the Student Officer

Esteemed Delegates of the SPECPOL Committee,

My name is Eda Ulkii Tiirkmen, I am currently a 10th-grade student at Kadikdy Anatolian
High School. It is my utmost pleasure to serve as the President Chair of the SPECPOL committee. I
extend a warm welcome to KMUN’24.

Over the past 2 years, | have had the privilege of being a member of the
HAYDARPASAMUN academic team. Unfortunately, due to my transfer to Kadikdy Anatolian High
School, I will no longer be able to continue my journey with the HAYDARPASAMUN family.
However, this transition has opened up new opportunities for me and I am currently a part of the
KALMUN academy team.

My journey in Model UN began nearly three years ago, and it has since become one of my
greatest passions. Through my involvement in various capacities — as a delegate, academic assistant,
board member, and executive member — I have gained invaluable insights and experiences that have
shaped me both personally and academically. I firmly believe that Model UN has the power to
transform individuals and societies by fostering critical thinking, empathy, and global awareness.

In order to understand the subject completely and be prepared for our conference debates, the
material in the study guide is sufficient. Your active participation in the discussion is essential to
coming up with a workable solution for this issue. I highly encourage you to read through the study
guide and research the agenda items. I hope you have a remarkable time at the conference and am
looking forward to meeting you all in person. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me

via the email address linked below.

Eda Ulkii Tiirkmen
President Chair

ulkuturkmeneda@gmail.com


mailto:ulkuturkmeneda@gmail.com

B. Introduction to the Committee
The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL), which is the Fourth Committee
of the General Assembly, considers issues including decolonization-related agenda items, the effects
of atomic radiation, a comprehensive review of the question of peacekeeping operations, and a review

of special political missions.

C. Introduction to the Agenda Item

Colonialism is defined as “control by one power over a dependent area or people” by the dictionary.
In basic terms, colonialism is when one country uses force to conquer another and declares the
territory as its own.

The system of colonization began in the early 15th and 16th centuries, when the European military
invaded all across the world and subdued different people. It was characterized by the exploitation of
materials, the slave trade, dictatorial rule, and the introduction of structures of social order known as
race. The history and the system that came along with its inception cannot be left out if one wants to
comprehend racism, let alone erase it.

While colonialism in its various forms lasted for several centuries, it was only in the middle of the
20th century that many nations, particularly those in Asia and Africa, were able to break free from
formal colonial domination. Consequently, in both colonial and post-colonial countries, people always
assume that colonialism is no longer a reality.

In fact, colonialism still holds a lot of influence in the world we live in today. From Kashmir to
Palestine, from Western Sahara to Crimea, several regions continue to be subject to direct military
control.

During the periods when colonial powers took control over the indigenous territories, the indigenous
people lost their livelihoods, political organization, and social systems. Thus, the indigenous
populations have had difficulties in the post-colonial period regaining control over their territories.

In earlier European colonization, power relations sought to denigrate pre-existing indigenous
politics by excluding indigenous people from politics and replacing their structures with those of the
colonial masters. This legacy can still be seen in the present representation in the political systems of
indigenous groups, where they are underrepresented.

Through integration and acculturation, indigenous people were forced to abandon their previous
way of life and adopt the norms and cultural practices of their colonizers. In the present era, many
indigenous communities are actively preserving their cultures and traditions.

Poverty became a pivotal aim of colonialistic policies, including the exploitation of indigenous
peoples’ territories and resources for European economic profit. Unfortunately, even in post-colonial

states, organizations are known to perpetuate this marginalization.



The SPECPOL committee holds an important place in addressing the impact of colonial legacies on
indigenous people’s socio-political and economic rights. The committee works to emphasize the
persistent inequalities caused by colonialism, such as land dispossession, cultural erasure, and
political marginalization, and seeks to develop comprehensive policies aimed at combating the
impacts of these issues. Through international collaboration, SPECPOL supports indigenous
communities in reclaiming their cultural heritage, ensuring fair political representation, and achieving

economic self-sufficiency, thereby fostering a more equitable global landscape.

D. Key Terms
a. Colonialism
Colonization is the process of one nation or a group of people dominating the territories, assets,
identity, and connections of another nation or a group of people. Colonialism is an ongoing social
process that began centuries ago and is realized through constant occupation of the land, the
regulation of social, political, and economic orders, and the harnessing of indigenous peoples and

resources.

b. Indigenous Peoples

It is estimated that there are more than 370 million indigenous people spread across 70 countries
worldwide. Indigenous peoples are distinctive social and cultural groups with common ancestral
connections to the lands and natural resources they either currently occupy or were forcibly removed
from.

Indigenous peoples share many characteristics with those who are excluded from society, including
discrimination, lack of access to social services, economic marginalization, poverty, and a lack of
political representation and involvement. The various indigenous peoples have common issues with
protecting their rights, despite their diversity in culture. They fight for the acceptance of their

1dentities, customs, and claims to ancestral lands, territories, and natural resources.

c. Colonial Legacies
Colonial legacies refer to the long-term impacts colonialism and colonizing countries leave on former
colonized countries. In simpler terms, colonized countries face various challenges even after the
colonial regime comes to an end.
The term “colonial legacy” covers many aspects, including borderlines, land ownership, governance
models, economic structures, education systems, legal frameworks, international relations, and many

other socio-political quandaries.



European colonialists tended to establish ill-defined boundaries, regardless of the ethnic, cultural, or
linguistic groups that were already in place. They drew arbitrary lines on the surface of the earth and
grouped people with different cultures and sometimes enemies into one nation, which naturally caused
tension and unrest. Today, one can witness various postcolonial conflicts in the form of border
disputes and tensions in most parts of the world.

In most of these colonial societies, land was sometimes occupied by colonial settlers or for business
purposes, and this interfered with the indigenous populations’ systems of land management. This
practice led indigenous populations to be displaced or moved to the less fertile parts of the continent.
This legacy has created a long-standing problem of ownership across post-colonial societies, which

has continued to fuel economic inequality and societal friction.

The political systems that colonial masters installed in their respective colonies were generally rigid
and totalitarian, as they aimed at preventing any form of rebellion. These systems were inherited by
many former colonies at the time of their independence and were not well suited to the complex and
highly decentralized societies being inherited by the new countries. This has time and again resulted
in poor governance, especially involving corruption, political instabilities, and a lack of
accountability.

Colonialism impacted the economy in such a way that it was deliberately constructed to serve the
interests of the colonial masters, whereby the principal aim was to exploit the colonies to export raw
materials instead of developing industries and infrastructure. They made countries develop their
economies based on the production of a limited number of goods and market volatility. The
post-colonial states often witnessed a problem of economic diversification and development

dependence on the former colonial masters or other foreign powers.



Education system, which was adopted by colonies, was also influenced by the language, culture and
values of the colonizers and indigenous knowledge and language was sidelined. This led to the
emergence of a class of people who were educated in the colonizer’s languages and ways of thinking,
thus denying education to the larger population. Such influences remain embedded in education
systems, which often continue to reflect colonial prejudices and languages, making it challenging to
advance culturally sensitive and emancipatory education agendas.

Most of the legal systems that were developed in the colonies, where beings of European origin
planted their colonies, were shaped in accordance with the customs and rules of European countries
without regard to the indigenous laws. Colonized nations obtained these frameworks and it is obvious
they are often inapplicable to local societies and requirements. This can result in legal dualism
because there will be formal laws and informal laws originating from traditional practices; thus,
diverse laws compound the issue wherever the legal issues are found.

Ex-colonies usually continued to be tied politically and economically to their former masters, and all
their forms of interaction were defined by colonialism. These dependencies can diminish their control
over their internal affairs and, hence, their leverage as global players. In this respect, it is also
important to remember that former colonial masters did not fully let go of their dominance in
influencing these countries by providing them with economic aid or by signing trade treaties with

them.

d. New World
When used in the context of colonialism, the “New World” refers to the Americas, from Central and
North America to South America and including the Caribbean islands. This term was coined after
Christopher Columbus and his expeditions in the second half of the 15th century; these explorations
raised the awareness of Europe regarding these new lands, which were unknown to them and thus
started a process of colonization. The New World was population, colonization, agriculture, and
culture—European nationalism, indigenous peoples, government, and exploitation of the land and

people in the Americas.

e. Socio-Political Rights
Socio-political rights, as a term, mean the fundamental rights that are important for people’s social
and political activities in their country. They include civil liberties, freedom of speech, assembly, and
religion, and political rights consisting of the liberties to vote and seek public office. They allow

individuals to participate in issues determining their lives and engage in decision-making processes.

f. Economic Rights



Economic rights are inalienable human rights that refer to the rights of people to be able to freely
enjoy economic facilities that are essential to human life at a minimal standard or status. These rights
include rights at work stipulating conditions of employment and remuneration, social protection, and
rights to housing and inheritance. It empowers the people by granting them rights that will eliminate

poverty and inequality to ensure people get a decent livelihood and provide for their families.

g. Displacement

The term ‘displacement’ is used to mean the act whereby native populations were evicted from their
original homelands by the colonizers or settlers. This practice was largely done due to the desire for
more land, material resources, or infrastructure for Europeans. The power relations of colonization
continuously involved strategies of force, including warfare, treaty-making, and the policy of
assimilation, to deprive indigenous people of their land.

Indigenous peoples were moved to other lands where they were strangers and made to live in
unbearable conditions that denied them their rights to the land, which amplified poverty and
marginalization. The matter of displacement remains an issue in the contemporary world as
indigenous people try to regain their rightful places in territories that have been rightfully theirs but
were taken from them; fight for the freedom to make decisions for themselves as their rights were
violated; and overcome prejudices as well as other social and economic discriminations that were

caused by colonial attempts at subjugation.

h. Ethnocide

Ethnocide is the systematic annihilation or eradication of the ethnicity, customs, and general way of
life adopted by a specific ethnicity or natives. Concerning colonial traditions, ethnocide—the
systematic destruction of indigenous ethnic groups—was performed by colonialists who aimed to
change native’s behavior according to European models in terms of values, language, and religion.
Measures like forced acculturation, education in residential schools, and prohibition of indigenous
practices and values sought to remove indigenous language, culture, and spirituality from the
indigenous peoples, which, in turn, weakened the social network and natural resistance of indigenous

populations.

i. Reparations
In the colonial context, the term refers to the forms of compensation or restitution given to
indigenous people in regard to abuses and injustices such as displacement, ethnocide, and economic
marginalisation. Colonization was a process whereby the Europeans settled in foreign territories,
dominated indigenous people, and exploited their resources, as well as enslaving them in most cases,

which caused immense pain and suffering to the native people throughout history. It comes in



different forms, such as financial compensation, the return of land, cultural revival initiatives, and
governments of colonial or postcolonial states offering an apology. Such reparations are used to
subdue past injustices and present disparities, bring justice to the injured parties, and empower them.
However, the process of achieving reparations can be quite challenging and can even raise
controversy: Political will, accountability, and genuine cooperation with indigenous peoples are
needed. However, reparation must remain relevant since it is a critical step towards attaining justice

and reconciliation given the colonial impacts experienced by indigenous people.

jo Cultural Preservation
Cultural maintenance is the process of maintaining culture, which encompasses the tangible and
intangible cultural assets, business ethic, language, and customs of different people. It shows respect
for cultural differences and proper identification realized due to cultural sensitiveness. Cultural
conservationism aims to preserve the integrity of various cultures; this makes the world diversified in

the sense that different cultures are conserved.

k. Sustainable Development
Sustainable development is the idea of development that is almost alike with the growth that is present
and future at the same time without damaging the capacity of future generations to achieve the same.
It refers to the management of the world’s resources and their utilization in a manner that ensures the
sustainable growth of economies and corporations, as well as the integration of societies’ most
vulnerable members and the prevention of harm to the planet. Fundamental concepts of sustainable
development involve promoting long-term economic sustainability for a stronger economy, social
equity for a better standard of living for the populace, and checking population growth against various

existing social norms to ensure ecological balance.

E. General Overview

The system of colonization started in the early 15th century, when the European military invaded all
across the world. While colonialism in its various forms lasted for several centuries, it was only in the
middle of the 20th century that many nations, particularly those in Asia and Africa, were able to break
free from formal colonial domination. Colonialism still holds a lot of influence in the world we live in
today. Colonial system disturbed indigenous people's lives in many areas. The indigenous populations
have had difficulties in the post-colonial period regaining control over their territories.

Colonial legacies refer to the long-term challenges colonized countries face even after the colonial
regime comes to an end. These challenges exist in various areas, including economy, land control,

legal system, cultural dynamics, etc. It is crucial to acknowledge and address the issue and to work on



combating the harder conditions indigenous peoples are forced to live in. That is why the Specpol
committee holds an important place in mitigating these impacts of colonial legacies and advocating

for indigenous people’s socio-political and economic rights.

F. Timeline of Key Events
a. Age of Exploration
i.  Christopher Columbus’ Arrival in America
The explorer Christopher Columbus made four trips across the Atlantic Ocean from Spain. He was
determined to find a direct water route west from Europe to Asia, but he never did. Instead, he
stumbled upon the Americas. Though he did not “discover” the so-called New World -millions of
people already lived there- his journeys marked the beginning of centuries of exploration and

colonization of North and South America.

During the 15th and 16th centuries, leaders of several European nations sponsored expeditions

abroad in the hope that explorers would find great wealth and vast undiscovered lands. The
Portuguese were the earliest participants in this “Age of Discovery,” also known as “Age of
Exploration.”

Columbus's journeys to the Americas opened the way for European countries to colonize and exploit
those lands and their peoples. Trade was soon established between Europe and the Americas. Plants

native to the Americas (such as potatoes, tomatoes, and tobacco) were imported to Europe.

ii. European Conquest and Colonization Begins


https://www.history.com/topics/exploration
https://www.history.com/shows/mankind-the-story-of-all-of-us/infographics/age-of-exploration
https://www.history.com/shows/mankind-the-story-of-all-of-us/infographics/age-of-exploration

Europe in the early 1500s to the 17th century can be regarded as one of the most crucial eras in the
history of mankind, as the main European colonial powers began extensive campaigning efforts of
exploration, colonization, and large scale conquests of other continents. Motivated by greed, resources
and the need for strategic advantages, these western powers, such as Spain, Portugal, Great Britain,
France and the Netherlands, colonized many parts of the world. Many of the initial explorers and
conquerors of the New World were Spanish and Portuguese. These conquests involved the use of
force and military might, the introduction of deadly diseases to which the native inhabitants could not
offer any immunity, and the installation of colonial governments that aimed at profiting off the land
and the labor force known as the resources. The Portuguese colonized some parts of Africa and Asia,
aiming directly at dominant seaborne trade routes and profitably spice trade.

As the 17th century dawned, the colonial race was on, and soon other European powers took over
their counterparts, entering the global arena for colonizing or setting-up trade colonies. The North
American colonies, some of the Caribbean Islands, and part of Asia had all been colonized by the
British, French, and Dutch through companies like the British East India Company and the Dutch East
India Company. These colonial attacks were not only about seeking resources, power, and profit but
also about cultural and social subversion. The first inhabitants of America suffered from outstanding
discrimination and oppression: they were expelled from their original territories, turned into slaves,
and forced to accept new cultural and belief systems. The consequences of colonial actions as seen
here may be seen as having an enduring impact on indigenous communities in the present state of
social, political, and economic marginalization. This period of conquest and colonization thus laid the
foundations for the dynamics of power relations between the colonial powers and indigenous peoples
today, engendering many struggles observed today in questions of self-determination and indigenous

peoples’ rights.

b. Colonial Period
i.  Establishment of Jamestown Colony
On December 6, 1606, the journey to Virginia began on three ships: the Constant, the Godspeed, and
the Discovery. English men and boys began the English colonization of North America in 1607 with
the founding of a permanent settlement. Precisely, on May 13, they decided to settle in Jamestown,
Virginia, a settlement that they named after their King, James I, making it the first permanent English
settlement in North America. This event can best be described as one of the first instances of
European imperialism and colonization of the Americas, and it reveals the practices that captured the
initial phase of colonization of indigenous populations. Their relevance is recognized by the fact that
Jamestown was the first permanent English settlement in North America and marked the start of a
large British colonial expansion on the continent. The colonization of Jamestown was not only the

initiation of colonization in America but also the beginning of the exploitation of indigenous peoples’



land and resources, the drastic assimilation of indigenous cultures into European standards, and the

forced removal of indigenous peoples from their ancestral lands.

ii.  Arrival of the Mayflower
The arrival of the Mayflower represents the beginning of European migration to the New World

during the Age of Discovery.

The Pilgrims sailed across the Atlantic Ocean, and they landed in the new world in Massachusetts in
November 1620 in a ship known as the Mayflower. This was not the first effort to start an English
colony in North America, Virginia, where Jamestown was set in 1607. Mayflower’s original intended
location was Virginia, but they were turned off by the unfavorable weather conditions. Before
contacting the Pilgrims, the leaders signed the Mayflower Compact to avoid conflicts. Unfamiliar
faces that joined the camp in the course of that winter were seen to make certain rebellious and
mutinous utterances, as William Bradford wrote in his Pilgrim’s Progress this winter, hence the need

to act fast in order to ensure order was restored.

The arrival of the colonists significantly affected the lives of Native Americans, who either had to
allow people from Europe to settle on or take over their land. For a settlement site, the Pilgrims
scanned the entire coast, and finally, they discovered corn buried under rooted ground and graves in a
town called Patuxet, which the natives had vacated owing to the black sickness brought by the
previous Europeans. This disease, referred to by the Native American Indians as ‘the Great Dying,’

fanned hostility from tribes like the Nauset, which had been heavily infected.

ili.  Abolition of the Slave Trade Act

The British Parliament voted in favour of the “Abolition of the Slave Trade Act* in 1807 after more
than twenty years of campaigning for the rights of enslaved individuals and groups. However, the
passing of the act did not put an end to the use of slave labor throughout the British Empire, even
though it prohibited the trafficking of slaves. Plantation owners had the opportunity to employ the
slave labor force they already had.

While the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act meant a lot in the context of the abolitionist movement,
it did little for the thousands of people still enslaved across the British Empire. Alongside the
abolitionist movement in Britain, it was the resistance of enslaved people that was a very significant

factor in their emancipation.

iv.  Berlin Conference



The Berlin Conference (1884-1885) epitomized the peak of imperialism initiatives in the African
continent by different European powers. In the period between the 1870s and the early 1880s,
European countries including Great Britain, France, and Germany sought the land of Africa for the
purpose of searching for natural resources to fuel the growing industries of the home country as well
as finding a market for the manufactured goods that these industries produced. Hence, these
governments wanted to protect their commercial ventures in Africa and posted agents to the continent
to obtain treaties with indigenous people or their representatives. In the same way, Belgium’s King
Leopold II, who aimed at amassing more wealth and expanding his empire at the expense of African
soil, hired middlemen to crown him as the owner of large parcels of land in central Africa. It forced
the German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, who otherwise had no interest in Africa but because he

had to protect Germany’s commercial interests, to lay claim to the African piece of land.

As expected following the race for land, the Europeans engaged themselves in conflicts mainly
between the British and French in West Africa, the Egyptians, the Portuguese, and the British in east
Africa, and the French and King Leopold II in central Africa. German Chancellor Bismarck took
action due to the rivalry that existed between Great Britain and France, and as a result, in late 1884,
Bismarck summoned a congress of the European powers in Berlin. The claims for territories in Africa
were made in subsequent meetings involving Great Britain, France, Germany, and Portugal, along
with King Leopold II, and these were then further concretized through treaties and maps. The leaders
also discussed and consented to the policy that the colonies would trade among themselves with no
interference, and they also carved out a plan for dealing with future European seizure to the African
land. The Berlin Conference itself that took shape the partition of Africa did not give any opportunity

to the people of Africa to have any say in the partition of their own territories.



It was not at this conference that colonial powers began to colonize Africa, but it was at this
conference that the colonization of Africa was formalized and legitimized. In addition, it created a
new wave of interest in African politics. After the conclusion of the said conference, European
countries widened their territorial imperialism in Africa to the extent that by 1900, European countries

had taken over nearly 90% of Africa.

c. 20th Century and Beyond
i.  Formation of the United Nations

The United Nations is an international organization with its headquarters in New York, USA, which
came into existence on October 24, 1945, in the post World War II period. The main task of the UN
was to avoid future wars, maintain peace and security in the world, develop cooperation between
nations, and contribute to the peace and well-being of developing nations throughout the world. Thus,
the formation of the UN meant a qualitative shift in international relations for a new epoch of
cooperation and partnership for the purpose of achieving collective security on the international level.
It provided a platform for solving global problems, such as the protection of the rights of citizens of

colonized lands and indigenous peoples.

G. Major Parties Involved
a. Political Organizations Representing Indigenous Peoples
Indigenous peoples are severely affected by colonial legacies. Today, they still face various
challenges caused by the irresponsibility and pressure of colonial powers. They deal with cultural,
economic, legal, and land-related issues. Supporting their involvement is sufficient for creating a
culturally appropriate and sustainable environment. Political organizations representing indigenous
peoples aim to advocate for indigenous peoples’ rights in international forums and protect their lands,
resources, among other aspects.
b. Colonial Powers
Colonial powers refer to a set of countries that colonized and damaged certain territories in the past.
These countries include the United Kingdom, Spain, France, etc. These nations are now working on
new methods of addressing past wrongs and the present effects of colonial activities. They are
expected to own up to imperialism, atone for it, and commit themselves to erasures in the process of
seeking the restoration of indigenous peoples’ rights and human rights in the globally colonized

world.



c. International Organisations

Intergovernmental institutions like the United Nations and the World Bank have a significant role in
combating colonial interventions on indigenous peoples’ social, political, and economic freedoms.
These organizations promote indigenous peoples’ causes, establish standards for measuring
compliance with international human rights instruments, and support the adoption and application of
policies and measures for the improvement of indigenous peoples’ well-being. They also actively
participate in executing worldwide programmes and activities, provide technical and financial
support, and monitor and follow up on worldwide progress in the preservation of the indigenous
people’s rights and their welfare through programmes such as the UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues and the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL). It would be
hopeless to expect global unity in addressing consequences of colonialism without their engagement

as it contributes to building supranational solidarity.

d. Non-Governmental Organizations

NGOs also play a central role in supporting the cause of indigenous people and responding to the
social, economic, and cultural effects of colonization. These are players that seek to change society at
the grass-root level, involve themselves in active research, and catalyze improvements in society by
offering services such as legal assistance, education, and health. They work with the local indigenous
people and the more centralized political authorities, making sure that these people have means for
their opinions to be considered and their views to be taken into account in decisions that affect them.
Civil society organizations also have the important function of raising consciousness about
colonialism's effects, fundraising, and implementing development programs for indigenous people
with the view of enhancing their standard of living through sustainable forms of development that
come from within. This commitment to living and working among indigenous peoples makes them
important allies in the ongoing effort to right past wrongs on a global scale and aid indigenous

preservation and self- determination.

H. Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Efforts to deal with the continued effects of colonialism have entailed a number of strategies to
mitigate the damages they have done, such as the establishment of truth and reconciliation
commissions in post-colonial states. In this respect, these commissions aim at dealing with past
wrongs, forgiveness, and reunification of individuals who have been affected in one way or another in
their societies. Besides governments; international bodies have not been left out; as seen earlier

through the implementation of resolutions or even declarations like the Declaration on the Granting of



Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples. Such actions are used to advocate for dialogue on the inequalities born from
colonialism and to advocate for policy reform. However, there is much that remains a problematic
area today, stressing the requirement for sustained attempts at eradicating colonialism and working for

justice and equitable treatment for all the concerned groups.

I. Relevant UN Treaties, Resolutions and Events
a. Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples

The United Nations General Assembly enacted the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples in 1960, when it was universally known as Resolution 1514. It is
qualified as an important legislative landmark of the decolonization process. This declaration asserts
the volitional freedom of all people and, at the same time, calls for an end to colonial rule, making an
allusion to the necessity of a non-violent transition to societies beyond colonialism for colonial
countries. The objections also enter into the precept of colonialism: any kind harms people’s rights,
disregarding the UN Charter. Through this declaration, the international community then proved to the
world that it was ready to fight for the liberation and emancipation of colonial people from their

colonial masters.

b. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP)

Firstly, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) is a human
rights instrument to protect indigenous peoples rights across the globe, and it was adopted in 2007 by
the UN general assembly. UNDRIP asserts that indigenous peoples have been closed off from
decision-making, discriminated against, and oppressed due to colonialism and other forms of
resistance; thus, UNDRIP guarantees rights, recognition, and preservation to the indigenous peoples
as well as their cultures. The declaration entrenched many rights, which include self determination,
cultural integrity, and recognition of their sovereignty over their lands, territories, and resources. This
paper has discussed that UNDRIP provides direction on how to deal with social, political, and
economic challenges facing indigenous persons and has reflected and influenced present and potential

indigenous peoples’ rights legislative concerns.



c. Establishment of the Special Committee on Decolonization

Therefore, the offer of confidence for decolonization was taken a notch higher by the UN General
Assembly through the passing of a resolution dubbed 1654 (XVI) in December 1961, with more
outcomes relating to the formation of the Special Committee on the Situation with regards to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples. This is known as the Special Committee on Decolonization, or the Committee of 24 and they
had the task of monitoring and inspecting the implementation process for the Declaration on
Decolonization. The committee played a very crucial role in fighting for the people in NSGTs to get

independence and exercise the self-governance they most deserved.

J. Possible Solutions
a. Cultural Exchange Programs
Indigenous peoples are known for their unique cultural values. Cultural heritage is one of the
important aspects to consider in the means of effects of colonial legacies. Colonialism dir24,tly
impacts and damages the cultures of lands and their people. It is crucial to work on safeguarding the
cultures of those areas and their citizens cultures and to emphasize the greater sympathy cultural
exchange creates. Cultural exchange programs can be implemented in order to embrace indigenous

cultures and integrate them into today's world.

b. Traditional Knowledge Exchange Programs
The more traditional approaches used in knowledge sharing practices recognize the importance and
viability of indigenous knowledge and technologies enhancing communities to address contemporary
concerns. By allowing elders and youths, scholars, and researchers to be involved in the
documentation and dissemination of traditional wisdom on how resources, including land, water, and
forest, are managed, agriculture is practiced, historical and cultural stories are told, and spirituality is
attained, these programs inform reference and proper use of resources, ensure cultural affirmation and

implementation of indigenous peoples rights and sovereignty.

c. Sustainable Economic Development Plans
Aiding native populations to restore pre-colonial ways of governance, decision-making institutions,
the tribal council, and courts of customary law, as well as the concept of democracy. Colonialism thus
involved the imposition of manipulative political structures among the native communities and the
gradual disempowerment of such communities in political matters, imposing or aggravating power
differentials. The idea that indigenous people have the right to self-government means affirming the

indigenous people, their rights, culture, and the authority to self-government in order to address past



wrongs associated with unfair treatment of indigenous people. Indigenous self-governance as a
political power system grounded in the indigenous value system, the indigenous culture, and the
indigenous agenda governs indigenous communities; the indigenous people regain their ethnic
identity; the indigenous people regain social order, the vital point of sustainability, and the

reconciliations needed for sustainable development.

d. Indigenous-led Governance Models

Indigenous-led governance systems are the systems of governance that were developed within
indigenous communities and allow indigenous people to self-governance, preserve their cultural
identities, and protect their collective rights. Indigenous models focus on community culture,
institutions, and practices, the core of which implies the self-governance of indigenous peoples. It is
the process through which national governments, international organizations, and other relevant
stakeholders affirm and strengthen indigenous self-governance institutions. These may comprise legal
changes, policy interventions, capacity development programs, and the creation of structures and
frameworks that allow for the participation of indigenous people in the decisions affecting them. With
indigenous knowledge, perspective, and priorities at the heart of the indigenous people's governance
system, there is an improved social fabric, cultural re-orientation and intensified power in various

communities, as well as sustainable and better development impacts.

e. Educational Reparations

Educational reparations entail giving scholarships, grants, and education-related initiatives meant
exclusively for the generational inheritors of colonized subjects. This solution seeks to redress the
unfair education policies brought about by colonial administrators who denied indigenous forms of
education. It needs the government, schools and colleges, and, particularly, non-governmental
organizations’ concern to finance and manage these programs. As for affecting positive change in the
indigenous peoples’ conditions, these gave education to indigenous communities, enabling them to
become active members in the socio-economic realm and promoting the correction of the wrongs

committed against them in the past.

f. Financial Compensations
Financial compensation includes cash reimbursements for people or groups directly hurt by colonial
plunder through a variety of mechanisms. This approach calls for historical analysis in order to
ascertain rightful entitlements and the appropriate levels of compensation. These payments can also be
made by governments, through international organizations, or through reparation funds.

Indemnization recognizes the pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages brought about by the colonial



process, seeks to address present socio-economic inequalities, and assists in rebuilding the affected

societies.

g. Healing Centers

Healing centers are native-based centers that embrace the cultural orientation of the indigenous
people and are intended to cater to the mental health issues that have affected indigenous peoples due
to colonization and other injustices. These centers provide guidance and counseling, traditional
ceremonies, educational sessions, job training, and meeting places. There is coordination between
indigenous communities and health and mental health service providers to develop and run traditional
healing facilities that would meet the needs of the locals. Healing centers help restore indigenous
peoples’ health, strength and sovereign rights to heal themselves and their communities free from
colonial interference, thereby enhancing indigenous peoples’ health, strength and recovery for social

wellbeing and cultural revival.

K. Further Readings

1. United Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UN
DRIP E web.pdf

2. Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples

h : hchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instrumen laration-granting-in

ndence-colonial-countries-and-peoples

3. "Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction" by Robert J.C. Young

https://academic.oup.com/book/423

4. ‘Legacy of Colonialism’ by Tori Saneda & Michelle Field

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Anthropology/Cultural _Anthropology/Cultural Anthro

Colonialism

5. ‘A Colonial Legacy?’ by David Fielding
https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/colonial-legacy


https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/declaration-granting-independence-colonial-countries-and-peoples
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/declaration-granting-independence-colonial-countries-and-peoples
https://academic.oup.com/book/423
http://wikieducator.org/Biological_Anthropology
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Anthropology/Cultural_Anthropology/Cultural_Anthropology_(Saneda)/03%3A_Globalization_Modernization_and_Development/3.03%3A_Legacy_of_Colonialism
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Anthropology/Cultural_Anthropology/Cultural_Anthropology_(Saneda)/03%3A_Globalization_Modernization_and_Development/3.03%3A_Legacy_of_Colonialism
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Anthropology/Cultural_Anthropology/Cultural_Anthropology_(Saneda)/03%3A_Globalization_Modernization_and_Development/3.03%3A_Legacy_of_Colonialism
https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/colonial-legacy

L. Bibliography

Fielding, D. (n.d.). A Colonial Legacy? UNU-WIDER.
https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/colonial-legacy

Oxford University Press. (n.d.). Oxford Reference.
https: w.oxfordreferen m/display/10.1 acref/ 1 1 1/acref-
0195337709-e-0467

BBC Newsround. (2020, September 14). The Mayflower 400: Story of the ship that shaped
America. BBC. https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/54152197

National Park Service. (n.d.). A Short History of Jamestown. National Park Service.
https://home.nps.gov/jame/learn/historyculture/a-short-history-of-jamestown.htm

United Nations. (2019). United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/0
I/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf

Mayflower 400 UK. (n.d.). The Mayflower Story.
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/the-mayflower-story/

Oxford University Press. (n.d.). Academic.oup.com. https://academic.oup.com/book/423

BBC Bitesize. (n.d.). BBC. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn7rbgt#zrvysk7

LibreTexts. (n.d.). Impact of Discovery - The Columbian Exchange.

https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/History/National History/United States History_to
Lock A_TInitial i



https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/colonial-legacy
https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/colonial-legacy
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/acref/9780195337709.001.0001/acref-9780195337709-e-0467
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/acref/9780195337709.001.0001/acref-9780195337709-e-0467
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/acref/9780195337709.001.0001/acref-9780195337709-e-0467
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/54152197
https://home.nps.gov/jame/learn/historyculture/a-short-history-of-jamestown.htm
https://home.nps.gov/jame/learn/historyculture/a-short-history-of-jamestown.htm
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/the-mayflower-story/
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/the-mayflower-story/
https://academic.oup.com/book/423
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn7rbqt#zrvysk7
https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/History/National_History/United_States_History_to_1877_(Locks_et_al.)/03%3A_Initial_Contact_and_Conquest/3.01%3A_The_Impact_of_Discovery_-_The_Columbian_Exchange
https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/History/National_History/United_States_History_to_1877_(Locks_et_al.)/03%3A_Initial_Contact_and_Conquest/3.01%3A_The_Impact_of_Discovery_-_The_Columbian_Exchange
https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/History/National_History/United_States_History_to_1877_(Locks_et_al.)/03%3A_Initial_Contact_and_Conquest/3.01%3A_The_Impact_of_Discovery_-_The_Columbian_Exchange
https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/History/National_History/United_States_History_to_1877_(Locks_et_al.)/03%3A_Initial_Contact_and_Conquest/3.01%3A_The_Impact_of_Discovery_-_The_Columbian_Exchange

Barrett, D. B., Stimson, J. A., & Stimson, L. C. (2013). American frontier lawmen,
1850-1930. SSRN. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract 1d=2212681

Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History. (n.d.). Home page.

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwmY CzBhA6EiwAxFwfgl1
F8aAXw8-AuLcDJm97TQ 1pGaQwialllbrfQb2TX-kJSmPoQOnoxoCUecQAvD BwE

History.com Editors. (2009, November 9). Christopher Columbus. History.
https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/christopher-columbus


https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2212681
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwmYCzBhA6EiwAxFwfgI1F8aAXw8-AuLcDJm97TQ_1pGaQwfalIIbrfQb2TX-kJSmPoQ0noxoCUecQAvD_BwE
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwmYCzBhA6EiwAxFwfgI1F8aAXw8-AuLcDJm97TQ_1pGaQwfalIIbrfQb2TX-kJSmPoQ0noxoCUecQAvD_BwE
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwmYCzBhA6EiwAxFwfgI1F8aAXw8-AuLcDJm97TQ_1pGaQwfalIIbrfQb2TX-kJSmPoQ0noxoCUecQAvD_BwE
https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/christopher-columbus
https://www.history.com/topics/exploration/christopher-columbus

